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Arts-informed Research
• Arts-informed research is a mode and form of qualitative 
research that is influenced by the arts broadly conceived 
• Purpose and benefits
• Enhance understanding of the human condition through 
conventional and alternative processes and representational forms 
of inquiry
• Opens doors for new and engaging data collection
• Reach multiple audiences
• Makes scholarship more accessible, provocative, evocative and 
interesting to the lay community and policy makers
• Supports advocacy efforts 
(Cole,2001, 2004; Cole & Knowles, 
2001;Knowles & Cole, 2002 [ref 1, 2, 3])
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The opportunities are vast 
Arts informed research can infuse the languages, 
processes, and forms of literary, visual, and 
performing arts with the expansive possibilities of 
scholarly inquiry for purposes of advancing 
knowledge and enhancing advocacy efforts 
(Cole,2001, 2004; Cole & Knowles, 
2001;Knowles & Cole, 2002)
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Arts-Informed Research
• Previous studies have shown usefulness in:
• shifting participants’ knowledge and attitudes towards nutrition4
• impacting healthcare professionals’ perceptions and self-
reflection5
• developing strategies for broader social change6
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Researchers                     Artists 
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Researchers                     Artists 
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1) Signs of Humanity
2) Well, What Were You Wearing?
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Context: Philadelphia
• People who panhandle are visible 
members of our community and even 
though they are “counted” they are 
rarely asked to share their lived 
experiences




• Substance use disorders
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But their stories tell us much more 
I've been told to kill myself quite a few times out here. But 
my response is usually…Within two weeks I saved 27 people with 
27 things of Narcan. One of them being my friend.
The way I see it is just because I'm homeless doesn't mean 
I'm not human…ain't I really a hero in all reality? ... I just 
don't want anybody else have to bury their kids out here. It's a 
shame this opioid epidemic.
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Signs of Humanity
• Exploring: Interactions between people using signs 
to ask for help and those who pass by 
• Goals: 
• To populate an art exhibit
• To start a conversation about poverty
• To explore and reduce the dehumanization
• To engage students in field research
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Dealing with data
• Systematic analysis of interview transcripts, freelist data, 
and sign content
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Well, What Were You Wearing?
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Please note, while we do not intend to show any 
graphic images, a discussion of sexual violence will 
follow. The content of this presentation may be 
triggering to some. Please feel free to exit this 
presentation at any time.
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Well, what were you wearing?
• Began in 2016 to spread awareness of sexual 
assault and victim blaming
• Used Facebook to discuss project and find 
people who would let their clothes be 
photographed
• Response from people all over the world
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Plan B
• A physical exhibit was planned for April 2020
• COVID changed that plan
• On-line exhibit was created and piloted
• We will share some early findings
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"The photo was of a shirt, with the 
manufacturer’s tag clearly visible. This put me in 
a clothing store where someone was making a 
purchase - with all of the hopes and plans and 
expectations and excitement that come with 
buying clothing."
"At the same time I was aware of what 
happened to that person while wearing the 
shirt - which was of course not part of her 
experience of purchasing it."
-MPH Student
General Thoughts
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"I was surprised at the emotions that came up 
when looking at these images and imagining the 
trauma these individuals had to endure. I was 
surprised by the police officer badge - not 
surprised that it had happened to them, but the 
bravery of that individual for taking part in 
this exhibition and displaying their badge."
-MD/MPH Student
Q: What, if anything, about the 
exhibit surprised you?
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People with lived experience:
Eddie Dunn and Dave Malloy
SOH Team
Thanks to all who 
shared their 
signs, stories, or 
clothes
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Q & A
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Learn more at: Jefferson.edu/MPH |   Questions: JCPH.Admissions@jefferson.edu
Information Session:
October 26 at 12:00 pm (for Jefferson Employees)
October 28 at 4:00 pm
Classes Start 
September, January, or April
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Visit our Website 
for more detailed information 
and upcoming PopTalks
Save the Dates
Strategies for a Healthier Employee Population: How Principles of 
Population Health Apply
October 26, 2020 | 12:00-1:00 pm ET
Register Now
Navigating Through the COVID-19 Pandemic Utilizing Data & Analytics
November 5, 2020 | 12:00-1:00 pm ET
Register Now
How to Get Results: The Impact of Operational Excellence in Healthcare
November 12, 2020 | 12:00-1:00 pm ET
Register Now
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Thank You!
